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Qatar Foundation

• Founded in 1995 by His 

Highness the Emir Sheikh 

Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani

• Chaired by Her Highness 

Sheikha Mozah bint Nasser 

Al-Missned

• An independent, nonprofit 

organisation committed to 

the development of Qatar 

and its people



QF Overview

QF Mission and Vision

“Qatar Foundation is guided by the principle that a nation’s true 
wealth is its people. Our goal is to develop that human potential:

 by creating a network of centers committed to delivering   

first-rate education, supporting science and research  

and promoting community development

 by partnering with world-class educational and research 

institutions

 by building a unique Education City, featuring state-of-

the-art technology and facilities, that is a hub for the 

creating, sharing and finding practical uses of knowledge”



QF Overview

QF Innovation, Science, Technology and Research 

Entities

Qatar Foundation supports a network of centers and 

partnerships with elite institutions: 

 The Education City 

 The Qatar Science and Technology Park (QSTP)

 The Qatar National Research Fund (QNRF). 
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Weill Cornell Medical 
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 Medical school

Carnegie Mellon - Qatar

Computer Science

 Business

Georgetown University 
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Foreign service

Virginia Commonwealth 

University Qatar

Graphics, fashion and 
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Texas A&M University

in Qatar

Engineering (4 streams)

Northwestern University

Qatar

 Journalism
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QATAR SCIENCE & CHNOLOGY PARK 

(QSTP)

QSTP will be a recognized as 

international hub for research

and commercialization



QSTP Objectives

• Promote applied research, technology 

development and commercialization in Qatar

• Grow and diversify Qatar’s economy through 

application of technology

• Accelerate formation and growth of start-up 

technology companies 

• Create high-value employment opportunities, 

in particular for Qatar’s university graduates
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Innovation Awards

Proof of Concept Fund

Applied Research Centres

New Enterprise Fund

Technology Venture Fund

MentoringEntrepreneurshipWorkforce Development

Qatar IP OfficePatent System & Laws

Capital Raising Assistance

Technology Movement

Support for 

commercialisation

QSTP Support Activities



Qatar National Research Fund (QNRF)

Vision 

The Qatar Foundation envisions research as a catalyst for 

expanding and diversifying the country's economy; enhancing 

the education of its citizens and the training of its workforce; 

and fostering improvements in the health, well-being, 

environment, and security of its own people and those of the 

region.



Qatar National Research Fund (QNRF)

QNRF Goals

• Build national human potential by using research

funding and other activities to accelerate development

of opportunities for education and training in basic

and applied research in Qatar;

• Fund research that focuses on related national

needs;

• Raise Qatar’s international profile in research and

expand non-QNRF funding.



QNRF - Research Areas

Education

• Methods / systems

• Management

• Conflict Resolution

Networks

Robotics

Machine Translation

Oil and Gas

Petrochemicals

Energy

Aviation 

Operations

Industry Environment

Water

Air

Ecology

• Design

• Regional history,     
culture, law,  political 
science

• Islam & Share’ah

Arts and 

Humanities

QNRS
                   

Public Policy / 

Management

Sciences
Health and Social 

Sciences

• Obesity

• Cardiovascular

• Diabetes

ICT



QNRF Programs

• Current

 National Priorities Research Program (NPRP)

 Undergraduate Research Experience Program (UREP)

 Biannual National Research Survey (BNRS)

 Conferences Sponsorship Program (CSP)

• Tasked

 Distinguished Fellowships

 Facilitate the application of research results

 Graduate Research Experience Program

 Secondary Schools Research Program



برنامج الاولويات الوطنية للبحث العلمي

National Priorities Research Program (NPRP)

Overview of NPRP

• QNRF’s largest grant funding activity

• Seeking to address key national, regional, and global 
needs through research 

• Pursuing research opportunities for which Qatar has a 
comparative advantage 

• QNRF seeks to support a broad variety of projects in basic 
and applied research in:

 Natural sciences

 Engineering and Technology 

 Medical and Health sciences

 Agricultural sciences

 Social sciences

 Humanities



برنامج خبرة الأبحاث للطلبة الجامعيين
Undergraduate Research Experience Program (UREP)

• The UREP program aims to engage undergraduates in 
“Learning by doing” and “Hands-On” research under the 
mentorship of faculty members in all universities in Qatar 
on projects related to Qatar’s national needs.

• Each submitted research project  is evaluated by three 
independent peer reviewers

• There are two UREP cycles per academic year



  Thank You

Dr. Nabeel Al - Salem

Associate Director

QNRF


